
Marlborough Trade Mail – Summer Edition 
 
Greetings from sunny Marlborough, the one place in New Zealand that you are guaranteed to do at least 

one (or all three) of the following; drink some amazing wines, cruise the Marlborough Sounds and/or eat 

too much! While any season is a good time to come to Marlborough let’s be honest summer is truly 

great with long sunny days perfect to get out amongst the spectacular scenery whether it be vineyard, 

water or mountain. Fast approaching is the biggest annual event on our calendar with approximately 

8,000 tickets, is the Marlborough Wine Festival, a fantastic day of wine, food and music held at Brancott 

Estate. For a more intimate event the Seresin Waterfall Bay Dinner Series in the Marlborough Sounds is 

a treat well worth considering or you can just sit back, relax and do nothing - we won’t hold it against 

you! 

Up & Coming Events 
Blues, Brews & BBQs – 6 Feb 2010 
www.bluesbrews.co.nz 

 
Marlborough Wine Festival – 13 Feb 2010 
www.wine-marlborough.co.nz 
 

Seresin Waterfall Bay Dinner Series – 12-15 Feb 2010 
www.seresin.co.nz 
 

Picton Maritime Festival – 23 Jan 2010  
 

Havelock Mussel Festival – 20 Mar 2010 
www.musselfestival.havelocknz.com 
 

Forrest Estate Grape Ride – 27 Mar 2010 
www.graperide.co.nz 
 

Did you know? Marlborough has no traffic lights. 

New & Improved: Things to See & Do 
 
The early Cougar catches the bird... 
Cougar Line has a new Early Bird Eco Cruise which has been departing daily from October until April 
2010. The 55 minute cruise through the Queen Charlotte Sound to Motuara Island Bird Sanctuary, offers 
spectacular scenery and the possibility of interacting with dolphins. You have 2 hours to explore the 
island including a well formed track leading to a great viewing point. After your visit; head straight back 
to Picton, walk on the Queen Charlotte Track or cruise to a resort for lunch. This is self guided (map & 
info sheet provided) but a guide can be requested in advance. 
Departs Picton: Daily @8am from $80 pp 
Cougar Line / enquiries@cougarlinecruises.co.nz / www.cougarline.co.nz 

 
Marlborough Travel expands their fleet 

http://www.bluesbrews.co.nz/
http://www.wine-marlborough.co.nz/
http://www.seresin.co.nz/
http://www.musselfestival.havelocknz.com/
http://www.graperide.co.nz/
mailto:enquiries@cougarlinecruises.co.nz
http://www.cougarline.co.nz/


Marlborough Travel is pleased to announce a new addition to the fleet with another 20 metre vessel, 
the MV Galileo.  Galileo will be based in Havelock and operate alongside MV Odyssea with the 
Greenshell Mussel Cruise and private charter cruises.  Galileo is a beautifully appointed vessel with all 
leather seating and polished hardwoods throughout the interior.  It will be ideal for small exclusive 
groups looking for something special in the Marlborough Sounds.  
For details contact: Scott McKenzie on +64 3 577 9997 or email scott@marlboroughtravel.co.nz  

The Helmsman – Luxury Cruising in the Marlborough Sounds 
Look after special guests with a custom-designed luxury cruise in the Marlborough Sounds. 
Ideal for VIP entertainment, wedding groups, lunch or dinner cruise, corporate events, luxury transfers 
to the Lodges, or an exclusive holiday ‘hiding’ in the Marlborough Sounds. The fleet consists of two 
vessels: Nirvana is a beautifully appointed Maritimo 60 luxury vessel for up to 30 guests. Four can 
overnight & Mauri Ora, a Meridian 381 is a stylish launch for up to 12 guests. 
We take care of catering and accommodation requirements, which can include an on-board chef, 
Marlborough’s world-famous wines, stop-offs in the bays, or overnight stays in the lodges of the 
Marlborough Sounds. 
Contact: Philip Crothall Tel: +64 21 554 449, email: luxury@thehelmsman.co.nz  www.thehelmsman.co.nz 
 

New exhibits and visitor program at EcoWorld Aquarium in Picton 
Meet the Locals at EcoWorld Aquarium and discover some of New Zealand's unique animals.  
•NEW Little Blue Penguins and Special “Behind the Scenes” tours 
•NEW Giant Weta (Maori wetapunga - “God of the ugly things”) 
•NEW Kakariki - endangered native red-crowned Parakeet.  
•NEW “Pot-bellied” Seahorses - tiny baby “ponies” 
Tuataras from Brothers Island (New Zealand’s very rare living fossil just 400 alive), a 5m preserved Giant 
squid, hundreds of fish, geckos, skinks, life size Orca and Hectors Dolphin models all on display. 
EcoWorld is fun for all the family! 
Contact: John Reuhman Tel: +64 3 573 6030  email: john@nzij.co.nz  www.ecoworldnz.co.nz 

 
Marlborough Classic Motoring – for those who want more than just a car 
Classic style modern sports car fleet includes replica Jaguars and MG two-seater open-top cars.  
Self-drive hire: half-day / full day / extended hire available for touring NZ.  
Customised tours and packages including vineyard lunches, gourmet traditional picnic hampers, and 
accommodation options.  Classic luxury Daimler available for exclusive hosted wine tours, transfers, 
special occasions, and extended self-drive hire.  Based near Picton airport and convenient to SH1. Cars 
can be delivered to / collected from other locations by arrangement. Maps and itineraries provided. AA 
Roadside Assistance.   Qualmark Endorsed Visitor Transport. 
Contact: Pat & Ian McKinnon – Tel: +64 3 573 7518, email: mckinnon@marlboroughclassicmotoring.co.nz  
www.marlboroughclassicmotoring.co.nz 

New & Improved: Places to Stay 
 
The Dry Olive B&B – a home away from home 
Whether you are relaxing after The Queen Charlotte track, the Marlborough Sounds or wanting to 
sample Marlborough Sauvignon, the Dry Olive is the perfect place to relax and enjoy your Marlborough 
experience. Five minutes from central Blenheim in the Dry Hills Estate our rustic home has a stunning 
outlook with views over olive groves, vineyards and mountains. Our new rustic cottage is a spacious 
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three bedroom/three bathroom hideaway or stay inside our home in The Olive Suite, a self contained 
wing. All perfect for a family or couples travelling together.  
Your hosts: Tim & Kerry Burfoot Tel: +64 3 5778648 email: info@dryolive.com www.dryolive.com; 

Did you know? The Marlborough Sounds has 1500km of coastline, 10% of New Zealand's total coastline. 

Best Kept Secrets (not strictly new but maybe new to you!) 
 
Te Mahia Bay Resort – a self catering haven in the Sounds 
Te Mahia Bay Resort has a range of options from historic chic to modern charm and the recent addition 
of two luxury waterfront apartments means that most tastes and budgets can be catered for. The 
apartments are fully self catering with dishwashers, laundry facilities and entertainment systems. Set on 
a background of native bush, in a secluded bay, each apartment has its own spacious private deck and 
BBQ with amazing views of the Kenepuru Sound. Maximum occupancy is 4 pax with 1 Queen 1 single, 
and a fold out Queen bed. A gross rate of NZ$245 a night for 2 people applies. 
Contact: Trevor & Jann Hook -Tel: +64 3 5734089 or email: holiday@temahia.co.nz 

 
McCormick House – Marlborough’s only Qualmark 5 star & Enviro Gold rated accommodation 
McCormick House is an historic home with a large private native garden, offering luxury ensuite 
bedrooms, separate lounge/dining room. The three guest bedrooms are individually designed with 
quirky features such as a pedestal mounted clawfoot bath in the bedroom of The Captain's Room, a New 
Zealand Pacific theme incorporating blue lighting in the Boatshed Room and a curved wall ensuite with 
multi-jet double shower and private spa bath for the Palm Room. Close to Picton shopping, cafés, 
restaurants, galleries, seaside vistas, kayaking, dolphin watching and bush walks. Gourmet cooked or 
continental breakfasts and pre-dinner drinks with your Kiwi hosts Jeanne & Carl are included.  
Contact: Jeanne & Carl Beaumont – Tel: + 64 3 5735253 Email enquiries@mccormickhouse.co.nz 

www.mccormickhouse.co.nz 

Koromiko Homestead – one night just won’t be enough 
Idyllic country retreat. Elegant Qualmark 4star B&B accommodation set in extensive gardens, 
convenient to Picton, the Marlborough Sounds, Blenheim and surrounding winegrowing areas. 
Sunny ground floor apartment-style guest wing available for exclusive booking (max. 2 couples). 
Range of 2-3 night accommodation packages combine other Qualmarked activities incl. fully licensed 
hosted wine tours / classic sports car hire / Marlborough Sounds cruises. 
Superb breakfasts of homegrown and local fare, handmade chocolates, pre-dinner Marlborough wine, 
antipasto supper by arrangement.  Natural toiletries, luxurious robes, fine linens. Wireless broadband, 
secure luggage storage, complimentary local transfers. 
Tel:+64 3 573 7518 Email: bookings@koromikohomestead.co.nz  www.koromikohomestead.co.nz   

 
Picton Waterfront Apartment – Independent holiday option 
Luxury 3 bedroom fully furnished apartment located on Picton's waterfront with wonderful sea views of 
the Queen Charlotte Sound. This apartment is located directly in the heart of Picton with restaurants, 
shops, ferry terminal and access to the Marlborough Sounds at your doorstep. As well as all the water 
activities and walking tracks this location offers, it is only a short drive to the heart of the Marlborough 
Wine Region with many wineries/restaurants to visit.  
Contact: Ben & Lisa Ensor - email: ben.lisa@clear.net.nz; Tel: +64 3 5724216. 
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In Brief: Dates to note 
 
And the award goes to… 
Escape to Picton www.escapetopicton.com is the Hotel Association of New Zealand’s best 
New/Redeveloped Hotel for 2009. 
 
Mistletoe Eco Lodge www.mistletoebay.co.nz has been awarded Qualmark Enviro Gold. 
 

For more information on any of the above please do not hesitate to contact: 

Rachael Brown – Marketing Manager  rbrown@destinationmarlborough.com 
Olivia Bowers – Marketing Executive  obowers@destinationmarlborough.com 
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